
DCGS Genealogy 101DCGS Genealogy 101

Session II: Reaching Out 
Further to Collect Data

Links: http://www.doverdutchessgenealogy.com/Links.html
Email: vlarobardier@optonline.net



DCGS and FHLDCGS and FHL

Library @ 204 Spackenkill Road [between Rte 9 
and Red Oaks Mill]
Our collection specializes in Dutchess County and 
regional genealogy
Access to Family History Center materials, ordering 
and viewing LDS microfilms 
Meet third Tuesday of Sep, Nov, Jan, Mar and May
Our talks range in subject from local interest to 
general how to
Our membership is made up of those focusing on 
Dutchess County and those living here who just 
want to fraternize with like-minded individuals



Record GroupsRecord Groups

What is a record group?
Don’t get stuck on a one dish menu.
Gaps and lost records—how variety 
can help.
1750—limited church records and no 
census—where do I look?



Sidebar on CitationsSidebar on Citations

Document your work by recording 
your sources!
Twofold purpose

Establish veracity
Allow others to follow your path



Sidebar on CitationsSidebar on Citations



I’ll Do It Later!!I’ll Do It Later!!

Recording these citations is time 
consuming and tedious.
Sometimes you collect data that is 
used much later or you may find out 
it is irrelevant and never gets used.



The CompromiseThe Compromise

“Cass 
County MI 

Hist”
not

“History 
of Cass 
County”

New London CT 
Biographical 



Note TakingNote Taking

Machine copies not subject to 
human error

Photocopies
Scans, digital photos

Note taking performed by researcher
Transcriptions
Abstracts
Extracts
Translations



Classifying RecordsClassifying Records

Census
Military
Vital
Land
Probate
Newspaper
Directory
Cemetery



Distinctions BlurredDistinctions Blurred

Plattsburgh Sentinel
24 Feb 1882

Notice re estate of 
Mary Platt Hathaway

County Court 
identified

Executor 
identified



Classifying RecordsClassifying Records

Enumeration lists
Census
Tax Lists
Directories

Birth, Marriage and 
Death

Civil Registrations
Church Records
Cemetery Records
Private Collections

Court
Land Records
Probate Records
Civil and Criminal 
Proceedings
Mortgages
Bankruptcies

Military
Rosters, payroll, muster 
rolls
Pensions

Newspaper
Valuable Secondary 
Source



Classification SimplifiedClassification Simplified

Census
BMD
Military
Legal—usually subdivided
Heritage
Genealogies



EnumerationsEnumerations

Census Enumerations and 
Lists That Establish Residency



Enumeration TypesEnumeration Types

Foreign Countries’ Census
Tax Lists
Poll Books
Freeman Lists

US Federal Census
State Census



Finding Census On LineFinding Census On Line



Census MilestonesCensus Milestones

Veterans of any war y/n and what war or expedition1930

Marital status and length of marriage, number children and how many 
still living is listed

1900

Survivors of Union or Confederate Army or Navy1910

Name and age for Rev War pensioners1840Military

Year of immigration and whether naturalized1900—1930 

Foreign born parentage is noted1870

Count of foreigners not naturalized1820—1830 Immigration

Marital status reported for all1880+

Marital status reported if within the yr1850—1870 

Given with respect to HOH1880Relationships

POB given for parents1880

Name, age and POB given for each person1850Birth

Given for each person1880+

Given for males over 15 yrs old1850—1870 

Category count occupation1820 & 1840Occupation



State & Special CensusState & Special Census

Every state did/does not conduct state 
census.
Those states that do have may not have 
done it every ten years.
Customarily this was done at the mid-
mark, i.e. 1855, 1865….



State & Special CensusState & Special Census

In addition to filling in missing periods in 
the family’s time line, the state and special 
census are valuable because they often 
give additional information such as county 
of birth and how long in area or where 
moved in from.
Many county genweb sites have 
transcribed these local census records and 
annotated them with material from other 
sources.



Family Group SheetsFamily Group Sheets



Before 1850 DifficultyBefore 1850 Difficulty



Census Data FormCensus Data Form

1. First transfer the 
row of tick marks 
onto the columns

2. Then fill in the 
family members 

from what data you 
glean from later 

census etc.

3. Note neighbors

5. Add 
comments 

about 
missing 
family 

members 
or marks 
that you 
cannot 
identify.

4. HOH, 
location 

and 
Source



Narrow The Birth RangeNarrow The Birth Range

17651720Rhoda Lacey
1810 3

17741756Roder Agard
1800 2

17751700[wife] Agard
1790 1

YOB MaxYOB MinName/Census

1. In 1790 the females were not given an age range; this range was judged from ages of children 
and husband.

2. Her 1800 mark was in the 26 to 45 yr old column.

3. Her 1810 mark was in the 45+ range; min YOB based on likely upper limit of 90 yrs old.



Narrow The Birth RangeNarrow The Birth Range

17901781John Tallman
1810 3

18041795John Talman
1800 2

17941785John Tallman
1810 1

YOB MaxYOB MinName/Census

1. Age 16 – 25 

2. Age 16 – 25 

3. Age 40 – 49 



Court House ResearchCourt House Research

Rich Source of High Quality 
Pre-1850 Genealogy Clues



Before You GoBefore You Go

Explore the area’s history and geography
Find the courthouse and call ahead
Do your homework, plan your strategy
Check your supplies – pack a buddy if 
needed
Dress appropriately
Get plenty of rest and have breakfast!



History & GeographyHistory & Geography



US US GenWebGenWeb



DCGS CommunitiesDCGS Communities



World World GenWebGenWeb



ALHNALHN



The Red BookThe Red Book



The Red BookThe Red Book



The Red BookThe Red Book



The Red BookThe Red Book



Court SystemCourt System

Divisions vary depending on type of 
record.
Make a location to time period chart for 
your ancestor, to the best of your 
knowledge.
Consult the Red Book for time frames and 
record locations.
Keep an open mind – sometimes legal 
transactions for a prior location were 
handled after moving.



Directories On LineDirectories On Line



Court Record IndicesCourt Record Indices



Land OwnershipLand Ownership

More than just Deeds
Mortgages
Rent ledgers
Lis pendens
Surveys and plats
Boundary disputes

Feudal system and leasing
Metes and bounds vs. public lands
Before you begin searching



Minimum VocabularyMinimum Vocabulary

In the case of land records, the deed.Indenture

Many states required that a wife sign 
permission to transfer her dower.  Check 
local laws for time frame and applicability.

Release of 
dower

One who guarantees payment of the debt.Surety
A debt is involved.Deed of trust

This only states that the person signing 
relinquishes claim on the property.

Quitclaim

Seller, person transferring ownership to 
another.  Party of the first part.

Grantor

Buyer, person to whom property is 
transferred.  Party of the second part.

Grantee



Early Land OwnershipEarly Land Ownership

King of England granted land to groups of 
wealthy speculators [Company].
Speculators authorized local individuals or 
agents [Proprietors] to sell land, set aside 
common areas, etc.
Profit was expected.  Settlers to generate 
this profit were induced by promise of free 
land. 



Land Grant DocumentsLand Grant Documents

Warrant
Survey
Patent



WarrantsWarrants

First document in land grant process
Authorized tract to be set aside for 
grant or sale
General land description
Issued by a government agency
Bounty land warrants were used to 
pay soldiers



SurveysSurveys

Exact location and boundary description
Chain bearers can provide clues
Metes and bounds
Timeline:

1785 Land Ordinance set up rectangular 
survey system
1787 Northwest Territory created
1796 Land Ordinance changed section 
numbering system [earlier system used 
principally in Ohio]



Metes and BoundsMetes and Bounds

Original surveying system brought 
from England
Used in the original 13 Colonies
Physically describe starting point 
and then goes around property 
bounds using compass headings 
from point to point



Metes and BoundsMetes and Bounds

1
2



Public Land SystemPublic Land System

Rectangular grid.
Thinking of a table, the townships are 
rows, ranges are columns.
Grid is divided into quadrants, numbering 
east, west, north and south out from the 
center point.
Thinking of graphing grid and math, the x 
axis is for range numbering and the y axis 
is for township numbering.



Public Land SystemPublic Land System



Which Is Which?Which Is Which?

STATE LAND STATES USE 
METES AND BOUNDS

State Land States are the original 
thirteen states plus five states 
whose bounds were taken from 
the original thirteen, i.e., 
Vermont, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Maine, and West Virginia. Upon 
annexation to the Union, both 
Texas and Hawaii retained 
ownership of their public lands 
and became State Land States. 

Twenty U.S. States retained 
ownership of their lands and 
set up a General Land Office 
for the issuing of land grants.

PUBLIC LAND STATES USE 
RECTANGULAR SURVEY

In 1787 the United States 
Government created the 
Territory Northwest of the Ohio 
River and the "Public Domain" of 
the United States was born. 
Public Domain areas today 
comprise a total of thirty (30) 
states, which are called "Public 
Land States". 

Land in the thirty Public Land 
States was sold by the United 
States Federal Government.



What Time Frame?What Time Frame?

WHEN did your ancestor live in the area?
WHEN did individual land ownership 
become customary in the area?

Kelly, Arthur C. M.  Settlers and Residents Vol. 3, Part 1: Town of Livingston 1710-1899.  
Rhinebeck, NY: Kinship, c1978.



Use Use Google Google SearchSearch



Court House First StopCourt House First Stop



Make a ListMake a List



What Do Deeds Reveal?What Do Deeds Reveal?



Where Do I Go Next?Where Do I Go Next?

“the said..” 
[sometimes 
“sd.”] means 

that the 
person or 
place was 
mentioned 

earlier in the 
document.

Samuel 
Pugsley is 
mentioned 

just the 
once????



EstatesEstates

Wills, Probate Proceedings, 
Inventories, Guardianships



Probate ProceedingsProbate Proceedings

Wills are but a part of it
Intestate—dying without a will [also 
in testate]
The probate packet
Proving a will
Letters of administration [letters 
testamentary]



The WillThe Will

Original, transcription, abstract
Administrator vs Executor
“In the name of God, amen”



Who Inherits and How?Who Inherits and How?

Heirs at law – heirship succession [spouse, 
surviving children, grandchildren only of 
children who are deceased, parents….etc.]
Naming the children
Primogeniture [abolished 1777 GA, 1784 
NC, 1785 VA, 1786 MD + NY, 1791 SC, 
1798 RI*—check local laws for others]
Per stirpes or per capita
Daughters

* From 1718 to 1728 Rhode Island law specified the estate would descend to all children with the 
eldest son receiving a double portion.



InventoriesInventories



InventoriesInventories



InventoriesInventories



Ancestor BelongingsAncestor Belongings



GuardianshipsGuardianships

Not just for orphans
Notice of a minor choosing a 
guardian
Entailed property
Next friend, guardian ad litem
“Infant”



RelinquishmentRelinquishment

If the person(s) with first right to 
administer an estate chose to give up that 
right you will find a signed 
relinquishment.
This was often the widow, who might 
specify a choice for alternate 
administrator.
In this case you may not find the name of 
the widow anywhere else in the file.



RenunciationRenunciation

This document renounces the terms 
specified in the will in favor of the 
inheritance dictated by law.
For example, say a man with no children 
leaves his wife a 1/3 of his estate, but 
intestate law allowed her 1/2 since they 
had no children.
These renunciations can sometimes 
indicate family troubles.



Other Court RecordsOther Court Records

Civil Cases and Other Matters



Record BooksRecord Books

Bond books
Court minute books / Journals
Court order books
Dockets
Execution books
Fee books
Judgment books
Indictment record
Jury register



Types of DocumentsTypes of Documents

Affidavit
Answer
Bastardy bond
Bill
Certified copy
Citation
Complaint
Decree

Deposition
Exemplified copy
Injunction
Judgment
Memorial
Show cause order
Summons
Writ 



Other RecordsOther Records

Name changes
Tax records
Foreclosures
Road records
Coroner’s records
Voter registrations
Naturalizations
Divorces



NewspapersNewspapers

Alternate Vital Records, Legal 
Notices, Human Interest Stories



The Case of The Case of Ibrook Ibrook MillerMiller

From the 1811 Burlington Sentinel:  PATIENCE MILLER of 
St. Albans Franklin Co., VT brought her petition to this 
Court stating, that on the 10th day of March 1799 at 
Plattsburgh in the state of New York, she was lawfully 
married to IBROOK MILLER, then of said Plattsburgh, now 
of Quebeck, in the province of Lower Canada, with who she 
lived in the due observance of the marriage Covenant until 
the 10th day of December 1807, when the said IBROOK 
willfully deserted her and has ever since absented himself 
from her, wholly neglecting to perform any of the duties 
enjoyened by the marriage contract & also treated her with 
intolerable severity &c. praying this Court to grant her a bill 
of Divorce, from the said IBROOK. To be published , etc. 
and he to make answer. etc,.   

Franklin County, Supreme Court - Dec Term 1810.



Ibrook Ibrook Disappears AgainDisappears Again

Bennington 
Banner

28 Oct 1975



Newspapers Reported:Newspapers Reported:

Birth notices 
Marriage notices
Death notices and obituaries
Political news, appointments
Local society and visitor news



Nathaniel K LeavittNathaniel K Leavitt

Born ca 1799 Amherst, Hillsborough, 
NH, brother of Mary Leavitt 
Hutchinson.  “Died in Cali.”
Information came in expanding on 
Andrew Leavitt that he lived in 
Albany and had a father named 
Nathaniel who had been an agent for 
the Hutchinson Family Singers.



The Link Is FoundThe Link Is Found

Came to CA in 1849

Daily Evening Bulletin, 
(San Francisco, CA) 
November 21, 1855 

Born in NY not 
strictly correct

56 Yrs old agrees 
with census ranges

Why the 
big 

career 
change?

We did 
not 

know 
about 

his third 
wife.

What 
become 
of the 

3rd dau?



CemeteriesCemeteries

Burial Records, Tombstone 
Inscriptions and Photos



Marriage Clues In StoneMarriage Clues In Stone



Military Clues In StoneMilitary Clues In Stone



Those Buried ElsewhereThose Buried Elsewhere



Who Lies Here?Who Lies Here?



Missing CluesMissing Clues



Cemetery AssociationsCemetery Associations



Monument RecordsMonument Records



Cemetery RecordsCemetery Records



Cemetery Plot MapsCemetery Plot Maps



Find A GraveFind A Grave



Vital RecordsVital Records

Births, Marriages and Deaths



Where Are They Found?Where Are They Found?

Consult the Red Book
Google individual states, counties 
and towns
Gen web usually provides a directory
Find your own local sources



FamilySearchFamilySearch.org.org



FamilySearchFamilySearch.org.org



FamilySearchFamilySearch.org.org



State Web SitesState Web Sites



State Web SitesState Web Sites



Hazard ProjectHazard Project



NY Quaker RecordsNY Quaker Records



NY/NJ DRCNY/NJ DRC



Marriages 1639Marriages 1639--18011801



Free Software HelpsFree Software Helps



MA VR 1600 MA VR 1600 –– 1850 1850 



VR Indexed by TownsVR Indexed by Towns



Drill Down to the PageDrill Down to the Page



Ray Brown’s PlaceRay Brown’s Place



Ray’s Town IndexRay’s Town Index



Dunham Family SiteDunham Family Site



Dunham State IndexDunham State Index



County DirectoryCounty Directory



Sharon CT VRSharon CT VR



Barbour CollectionBarbour Collection



Browse BarbourBrowse Barbour



Subscription SitesSubscription Sites

Americanancestors.org  NEHGS
Ancestry.com
Footnote,com
Heritage Quest



Kinship Books & CD’sKinship Books & CD’s



Hope Farms PressHope Farms Press



AncestorStuffAncestorStuff.com.com



DCGS Genealogy 101DCGS Genealogy 101

Next Week: Computer in Genealogy
Beyond: Field trip to FHL ….
And….??? Your choice


